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Life Group Study Notes 

   "Great Faith: The Life of Gideon" 

Pastor James Lowe – February 10, 2019 

Warm Up (10-15 minutes) 

Choose a question below to answer, or ask another. No right or wrong answers. 

• Who are some of your favorite underdogs? 

• Where are some of your favorite places to recharge? 

 

Word (10-15 minutes) 

Sermons can be heard online at www.bethelworld.org 

Judges 6:1-9 The people of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the Lord an the Lord gave 
them into the hand of Midian seven years, and the hand of Midian overpowered Israel, and 
because of Midian the people of Israel made for themselves the dens that are in the mountains 
and the caves and the strongholds. For whenever the Israelites planted crops, the Midianites 
and the Amalekites and the people of the East would come up against them. They would 
encamp against them an devour the produce of the land, as far as Gaza, and leave no 
sustenance in Israel and no sheep or ox or donkey. For they would come up with their livestock 
and their tents: they would come like locusts in number both they and their camels could not be 
counted so that they laid waste to the land they came in. And Israel was brought very low 
because of Midian. And the people of Israel cried out for help to the Lord. When the people of 
Israel cried out to the Lord on account of the Midianites, the Lord sent a prophet to the people of 
Israel. And he said to them, “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: I led you up from Egypt and 
brought you out of the house of slavery. And I delivered you from the hand of the Egyptians and 
from the hand of all who oppress you, and drove them out before you and gave you their land. 
And I said to you, ‘I am the Lord your God; you shall not fear the gods of the Amorites in whose 
land you dwell. ‘But you have not obeyed my voice.  

When God made his covenant with Abraham, God promised that if Abraham and His people 
obeyed His commands they would inherit the promised land, and it would be theirs forever and 
they would prosper, and all their enemies would be delivered into their hands. God made His 
covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob who became Israel. Afterwards the people of Israel 
became enslaved, and God delivered them, and sent Moses to guide them. God then made a 
covenant with Moses. This covenant kept the promises of Abraham, and added laws and 
standards which would set the nation of Israel apart from the people around them. God told 
them that if they keep the covenant then they will inherit the Promised Land, become 
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prosperous, and no enemy will overtake them. If they were to break the covenant and forget 
God’s promises, they would be plundered by their enemies.  

In the time of Gideon only one generation had passed before the people of God began to forget 
the covenant and break it. The Midianites and the Amalekites began to plunder the land of 
Israel. They began to cry out to God, and God answered by sending a prophet reminding them 
of how God had delivered them before, but they have failed to keep His covenant and they had 
failed to heed His voice.  

Judges 6:11-13 “11 Now the angel of the LORD came and sat under the terebinth at Ophrah, 
which belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, while his son Gideon was beating out wheat in the 
winepress to hide it from the Midianites. 12 And the angel of the LORD appeared to him and said 
to him, “The LORD is with you, O mighty man of valor.” 13 And Gideon said to him, “Please, my 
lord, if the LORD is with us, why then has all this happened to us? And where are all his 
wonderful deeds that our fathers recounted to us, saying, ‘Did not the LORD bring us up from 
Egypt?’ But now the LORD has forsaken us and given us into the hand of Midian.” 

God often goes to the man we least expect to be a deliverer. He appears to Gideon and calls 
him something that even Gideon had a hard time receiving. God called Gideon a mighty warrior. 
He reminded Gideon that God’s hand is still with Israel. Gideon responded in a way with which 
we are all too familiar. Gideon asked God a question, which was really a passive way of blaming 
God for Israel’s current predicament. Israel needed to take responsibility for neglecting the 
covenant. They were in a mess. Pastor James Lowe left us with three main points to take away 
from this part of the scripture. 

1. We need to recognize that we are in a mess, and seek God. 

2. We need to hear the message that will take us out of the mess. 

3. We need to accept the mission that comes from the message. 

We face many difficult questions in our nation, and even in our lives. Just like Gideon we often 
do not see ourselves as the answer to those problems. Yet God has called us to impact our 
families, our place of work, our nation and the world. We cannot blame, shift and accuse God of 
doing wrong when we are responsible. We need to hear the message that God is speaking to 
us in this hour by praying and crying out to God. Foster a burden from the Lord, and ask God 
what mission He is giving so that you can be the answer to a problem you see. We must learn 
the lesson of the Israelites and not forget God’s promises, or His mission.  Over the coming 
weeks we will explore how God used this seemingly insignificant man to accomplish great and 
significant things. 

Discussion (10-15 minutes) 

Choose one of the points below, and discuss how the lesson applies to our lives. 

 What are some unique problems you feel like God is opening your eyes to? 

 What areas of your life is God calling you to trust Him for an answer to? 

Prayer (10-15 minutes) 

Pray for any of the following, as well as any other requests you may have. 

 To hear what God is speaking to His Church in this season. 

 To be obedient to the mission God gives us. 

 To keep a tender heart and to not grow cold toward God, people, and one another. 


